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About 73 percent of troops are at least partially vaccinated against
COVID-19. (Maj. Charles An/Army Reserve)

Three troops died of COVID-19 on Oct. 3, bringing the

total number to 62 as of Wednesday, according to the
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latest Defense Department update.

COVID-19 deaths among troops have been surging

since late July, after zero deaths in June, and generally

one or two a month going all the way back to March

2020. Then 14 troops died in August, followed by

another 14 in September.

None of the service members who have died were fully

vaccinated against COVID-19, according to Pentagon

spokesman Maj. Charlie Dietz, though one had

received the first of a two-dose series.

The most recently reported deaths include:

AdAd

An Army National Guard first lieutenant, 34, died

Sept. 17. He was assigned to Headquarters

Company, 36th Infantry Division in Austin, Texas.

The Texas Military Department declined to release

the soldier’s name.
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The latest deaths bump the military’s mortality rate up

to just under 0.03 percent, roughly 50 times what it

was for most of 2020 and into 2021, as late summer

brought unprecedented spikes in infections in pockets

of the country.

The surge in deaths coincided with the Pentagon’s

Aviation Electrician’s Mate 1st Class Cory Weber, 51,

died Oct. 3. He was assigned to Naval Aviation

Warfighting Development Center at Naval Air

Station Fallon, Nevada.

Chief Warrant Officer 4 Uriah J. Hayes, 43, died Oct.

3. He was an instructor with 1st Battalion, 3rd

Aviation Regiment, 1st Aviation Brigade at Fort

Rucker, Alabama.

Air National Guard Master Sgt. Jake Trevino, 41,

died Oct. 3. He was assigned to the 502nd Security

Forces Group at Joint Base San Antonio, Texas.
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decision to mandate vaccination, using the Food and

Drug Administration-approved Pfizer/Comirnaty

product.

Just over under 60 percent of the force was at least

partially vaccinated when Defense Secretary Lloyd

Austin made the announcement in late August. Since

then roughly 1-to-2 percent of the force has been

getting vaccinated weekly, roughly on par with

progress made throughout the late spring and

summer. That number is now up to 73 percent.

Each of the services has set their own deadlines for

compliance. The Air Force Department’s comes first,

with Nov. 2 for active-duty airman and Dec. 2 for

reservists. The Navy and Marine Corps are due by Nov.

28 for active-duty and Dec. 28 for their reservists.

The Army settled on Dec. 15 for their active-duty

members, but chose to give over half a million Reserve
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and National Guard forces ― roughly 20 percent of the

entire military ― until June 30.

Reserve component soldiers have been the majority of

COVID-19 deaths throughout the pandemic, but

particularly in this most recent surge. Of 31 deaths

since August, 14 were among Army reservists. Over

the course of the entire pandemic, 21 out of 62 deaths

have been among Army reservists.

About Meghann Myers

Meghann Myers is the Pentagon bureau chief at Military Times.
She covers operations, policy, personnel, leadership and other
issues affecting service members. Follow on Twitter
@Meghann_MT

Share:

More In Pentagon & Congress 

A group of international
defense chiefs convened by
U.S. Defense Secretary…
Lloyd Austin to coordinate

More nations expected
to sign up for
Pentagon’s Ukraine aid
group

Military commands
spent pandemic money
on space analytics, IT

Ronald Reagan Carrier
Strike Group deploys from
Yokosuka

Blue Star Museums again
offering free admission to
troops, families all summer

https://www.militarytimes.com/author/meghann-myers
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress
https://www.militarytimes.com/pentagon/2022/05/20/more-nations-expected-sign-up-for-pentagons-ukraine-aid-group/
https://www.militarytimes.com/congress/2022/05/20/military-commands-spent-pandemic-money-on-space-analytics-it-upgrades/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-navy/2022/05/20/ronald-reagan-carrier-strike-group-deploys-from-yokosuka/
https://www.militarytimes.com/off-duty/2022/05/20/blue-star-museums-again-offering-free-admission-to-troops-families-all-summer/


5/21/22, 2:56 PMThree troops die on the same day as military COVID-19 deaths continue to spike

Page 6 of 8https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2021/10/08/thre…-die-on-the-same-day-as-military-covid-19-deaths-continue-to-spike/

The U.S. military commands
responsible for North
America misused at least…
$19 million in COVID-19

on space analytics, IT
upgrades

It is one of several critical
technologies that Heidi
Shyu, the undersecretary …
defense for research and

Pentagon tech chief
wants an ‘all in one’
sensor

The U.S. is sending Ukraine
another $100 million in
military assistance,…
including heavy artillery

Ukraine getting
battalion’s worth of
artillery in new $100
million aid package

Currently the VA inspector
general cannot force former
employees to detail…
problems or crimes they

Watchdog could
subpoena former VA
workers under plan
approved by Congress

In Other News

Stop requiring
commissaries to make a
profit, lawmakers say.

Lawmakers urge DoD
to take action to curb
rising commissary
prices

AdAd

https://www.militarytimes.com/congress/2022/05/20/military-commands-spent-pandemic-money-on-space-analytics-it-upgrades/
https://www.militarytimes.com/smr/sofic/2022/05/19/pentagon-tech-chief-wants-an-all-in-one-sensor/
https://www.militarytimes.com/pentagon/2022/05/19/ukraine-getting-battalions-worth-of-artillery-in-new-100-million-aid-package/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2022/05/19/watchdog-could-subpoena-former-va-workers-under-plan-approved-by-congress/
https://www.militarytimes.com/
https://www.militarytimes.com/pay-benefits/mil-money/2022/05/20/lawmakers-urge-dod-to-take-action-to-curb-rising-commissary-prices/


5/21/22, 2:56 PMThree troops die on the same day as military COVID-19 deaths continue to spike

Page 7 of 8https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2021/10/08/thre…s-die-on-the-same-day-as-military-covid-19-deaths-continue-to-spike/

During its last deployment,
which concluded in
October, the Reagan not…
only operated in U.S. 7th

Ronald Reagan Carrier
Strike Group deploys
from Yokosuka

The Army says its new
master human resources
platform is on track for full…
implementation Sept. 30.

IPPS-A rollout still on
track after initial delay,
Army says

Participating museums are
offering free admission to
military families from May…
21 through Sept. 5.

Blue Star Museums
again offering free
admission to troops,
families all summer

Space Force officials want
to move away from the
traditional Guard and…
Reserve. These colonels say

Wildfire monitoring,
other state missions in
jeopardy without a
Space Guard, these
officials say

Load More

https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-navy/2022/05/20/ronald-reagan-carrier-strike-group-deploys-from-yokosuka/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-army/2022/05/20/ipps-a-rollout-still-on-track-after-initial-delay-army-says/
https://www.militarytimes.com/off-duty/2022/05/20/blue-star-museums-again-offering-free-admission-to-troops-families-all-summer/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-air-force/2022/05/20/wildfire-monitoring-other-state-missions-in-jeopardy-without-a-space-guard-these-officials-say/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2021/10/08/three-troops-die-on-the-same-day-as-military-covid-19-deaths-continue-to-spike/?contentFeatureId=f0fmoahPVC2AbfL-2-1-8&contentQuery=%7B%22section%22%3A%22%2Fhome%22%2C%22exclude%22%3A%22%2Fnews%2Fpentagon-congress%22%2C%22from%22%3A5%2C%22size%22%3A10%7D


5/21/22, 2:56 PMThree troops die on the same day as military COVID-19 deaths continue to spike

Page 8 of 8https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2021/10/08/thre…-die-on-the-same-day-as-military-covid-19-deaths-continue-to-spike/

Military Times © 2022

Terms of Use Get Us Contact Us

About Us

Privacy Policy

Terms of Service

Subscribe

RSS Feeds

Advertise

General Contacts, Subscription Services

Editorial Staff

About Us

Careers

Jobs for Veterans

https://www.facebook.com/MilitaryTimesOnline/
https://twitter.com/militarytimes
https://www.militarytimes.com/m/rss/
https://www.militarytimes.com/m/privacy-policy/
https://www.militarytimes.com/m/terms-of-services/
https://offers.militarytimes.com/subscribe-now/?source=mil-nav
https://www.militarytimes.com/m/military-times-rss-feeds/
https://www.militarytimes.com/m/advertising/
https://www.militarytimes.com/m/contact-us/
https://www.militarytimes.com/m/editorial-contacts-for-sightline-media-group-publications/
https://www.militarytimes.com/m/about-us/
https://boards.greenhouse.io/sightlinemediagroup?gh_src=cpxe2a1
https://jobboard.militarytimes.com/?utm_source=militarytimes-side-nav



