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COVID-19 vaccine as part of Operation Warp Speed at Walter Reed
National Military Medical Center, Maryland, Dec. 22, 2020. (Lance Cpl.
Tyler W. Abbott/Marine Corps)

Military COVID-19 deaths are continuing to trend upward,

even as more of the force gets vaccinated. The five most

recently reported deaths all came in members of the

Army’s reserve component, whose organizations are

among the least vaccinated in the military.

In the 36 deaths reported since August, 19 ― or 53

percent ― were among Army Reserve and Army National

Guard soldiers, though they make up roughly 20 percent

of the military overall. Since the pandemic began, they

have made up 26 of 67 total deaths, or 39 percent.

Of those 67, 66 were completely unvaccinated, while one

had received a first dose of a two-dose vaccine, Pentagon

spokesman Maj. Charlie Dietz confirmed to Military

Times on Wednesday.

The most recently reported deaths include:
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Those deaths bring the total in October so far to eight, less

than half-way into the month. September saw 14 deaths

while August saw 15, up from an average of one or two

deaths a month previously.

An Army National Guard sergeant, 49, died Aug. 14. He

was assigned to the 2225th Transportation Company in

Jacksonville, Alabama. As of Wednesday afternoon, his

family had not agreed to release his name.

Army Reserve Sgt. 1st Class Matthew E. Harmon, 51,

died Oct. 1. He was assigned to 8th Battalion, 104th

Regiment in Salt Lake City, Utah.

Army Reserve Sgt. Yancy Williams, 54, died Oct. 5. He

was assigned to the 451th Civil Affairs Battalion in

Houston, Texas.

An Army National Guard Master Sgt. Billy Richardson,

53, died Oct. 6. He was assigned to Joint Force

Headquarters in San Antonio, Texas.

An Army National Guard sergeant first class, 53, died

Oct. 7. His family declined to release his name,

according to Tennessee Military Department

spokesman Lt. Col. Marty Malone. AdAd
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As of Wednesday, 60 percent of the total force is fully

vaccinated ― 1,383,388 troops ― with another 15 percent

― 338,000 troops ― who have received the first of a two-

dose regimen.

That number belies a significant chasm between the

active-duty and reserve components.

On Tuesday, Pentagon spokesman John Kirby told

reporters that just under 97 percent of active-duty troops

are at least partially vaccinated, while just under 84

percent are fully vaccinated.

The first active-duty deadline drops Nov. 2, for the Air

Force and Space Force, followed by Nov. 28 for the Navy

and Marine Corps, then Dec. 15 for the Army.
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The reserve component is lagging much more behind.

While the Army has given its Reserve and National Guard

until the end of June 30 to both get its troops vaccinated

and update their files to reflect that, the other services

have deadlines closing in more quickly.

The Marine Corps Reserve, for example, is only 38

percent vaccinated, the Washington Post reported Friday,

with a Dec. 28 vaccination deadline. The Army Reserve

and National Guard are also roughly 40 percent

vaccinated, according to that data.

“Commands will try to get these troops to make the right

decision based on information and education,” Kirby

said. “And for somebody that refuses, they’ll be given a

chance to get more context from medical service

providers, as well as their chain of command.”
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If that doesn’t work, discipline comes into play, though

not necessarily criminal charges. Commanders have the

ability to involuntarily separate troops without getting the

law involved.

“It’s a lawful order. So obviously, if after all that effort, the

lawful order is disobeyed, there could be disciplinary

action,” Kirby said. “But the secretary believes that there’s

lots of tools available to leaders, short of using the

Uniform of Code of Military Justice, to get these troops to

do the right thing for themselves and for their units.”

About Meghann Myers
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